

Adverse Weather Policy
1. Purpose
The purpose of this policy is to provide clear guidelines to ensure the safety of players, coaches, officials, and spectators during adverse weather conditions. Football activities must be conducted in a safe environment, and decisions regarding cancellations, suspensions, or modifications of games or training sessions will always be the first priority,

2. Scope
This policy applies to:
· All competitive matches
· Training sessions
· Friendly fixtures
· All players, coaches, referees, volunteers, and spectators

3. Weather Conditions Covered
This policy addresses the following conditions:
· Lightning/Thunderstorms
· Extreme Heat/High Humidity
· Extreme Cold/Freezing Conditions
· Heavy Rain/Flooding/Waterlogged Pitches
· Snow/Ice
· High Winds

4. General Principles
a. Safety First – Decisions will prioritise player safety over competition outcomes.
b. Authority – Referees have the final authority on match day to delay, suspend, or cancel a game. Coaches may suspend or cancel training sessions if unsafe Prior to Kick off.
c. Communication – Clubs will notify participants and parents/guardians of cancellations or changes as early as possible.
d. Consistency – Decisions will follow standardised guidelines for each weather type (outlined below).

5. Specific Guidelines
a. Lightning C Thunderstorms
i. Play must be suspended immediately if lightning is seen or thunder is heard.
ii. All participants must seek shelter (not under trees, near fences, or metal structures) ideally inside.
iii. Activity may not resume until 30 minutes have passed since the last thunder or lightning.
iv. If conditions persist, the match/training will be abandoned.
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b. Extreme Heat
i. If the temperature exceeds 25°C Water breaks should be implemented every 15 min for matches and training.
ii. Shorten halves or postpone matches during heatwaves.
iii. If the heat rises above 35 games should be postponed.

c. Extreme Cold/Freezing Conditions
i. Matches should not be played if the pitch is frozen, icy, or poses slipping hazards, snow had laid.
ii. When Temperatures are 5 or below, subs should not be standing still and regular substitutions should be made, especially for noncompetitive players.
iii. Below 0 games and training should not take place (mandatory for non-competitive football)

d. Heavy Rain/Flooding/Waterlogged Pitches
i. Games should not proceed if standing water is present, as it increases injury risk and damages the pitch. The ball must freely roll on all parts of the pitch.
ii. Referees/coaches must inspect fields before play.
iii. Matches may continue in rain if the surface remains safe but should be stopped if this changes due to heavier rain fall to protect player and pitches.

e. Snow C Ice
i. If the pitch is covered in snow or ice, games are cancelled.
ii. If the £g Surface is frozen, ie the black rubber particles are frozen together, training should be called off.

f. High Winds
i. Matches should be postponed if strong winds (typically >65 km/h / 40 mph) create dangerous playing conditions, falling debris risk, or affect ball control to the point of unfairness.

6. Decision
· Referee/Match Official – final authority on match day.
· Club Coaches/committee – may cancel training or matches in advance based on forecast or field conditions.
· League/Competition Organizers – may issue blanket cancellations during extreme conditions.

7. Communication Procedure
· Clubs will notify teams at least 2 hours before scheduled kick-off/training, where possible.
· Updates will be shared via official club communication channels (email, text, website, or social media).
· Referees will confirm decisions on-site if conditions deteriorate suddenly.

8. Responsibilities
· Coaches – Monitor conditions, prepare contingency plans, and ensure player hydration and clothing is appropriate.
· Referees – Inspect the pitch and surroundings before play and enforce weather-related stoppages.
· Players C Parents – Follow safety instructions promptly and ensure appropriate gear for conditions.

G. Review
This policy will be reviewed annually before the start of each season and updated in line with governing body (e.g., FIFA, FA, NFHS, or local football association) recommendations.
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